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Editorial:Year of the Newsletter

Richard Bell

Year of the Comet! That's what astronomers will
say when they look back to 1996. When | look back to
1996 1 to will think of the great comel Hyakutake. I will
also think of the first year | served as an officer in the
Kalamazoo Astronomical Society. For me 1996 will be
“Year of the Newsletter’” because it seems like that’s all |
did this year - work on the newsletter.

If you would have asked if [ would serve as an
officer when I first joined the club I would have said: “No
way. | hate politics and being a KAS Officer seems a bil
to political for me”. That all changed in August 1995. The
Editor, Pete Mumbower, had a computer crash and lost the
September 1995 issue of Prime Focus. 1 volunteered to
redo the 1ssue on my computer. If you have it handy pull
it out of your archives and take a look at it. It really sucks!
Granted, we didn’t have much time to work on it, but
nevertheless, it stinks big time. When we completed the
layout of the newsletter, Pete went home and I looked over
what we did. [ thought to myself “Boy, I know [ can do a
lot better than this”. So | decided to look at every
newsletter 1 could get my hands on. 1 looked at other
astronomy club newsletters and community newsletters
and read literature on how to put a newsletter together and
started to design my own. | went through many types of
cover formats and finally created one that I'll describe as
“revolutionary™. For our type of club, I belicve it is the
best possible cover you can have. Everything you need is
right there, where to meet and when to meet.

Besides having a nifty cover, | wanted the
newsletter to be more than just news about the club. |
wanted to put in articles that were relevant to the time of
vear and for whatever type of program we were having at
the general meetings. For example, in the March issue |
put in a observing list for the Messier Marathon and in the
May issue 1 put in an article about building a gadget, since
the May meeting was “Gadget Night”. 1 also wanted (o
put in current news {rom NASA like the Galileo mission to
Jupiter and what the Hubble Space Telescope was up to.
Putting in projects like calculating the phases of the Moon
and Lhartmo the Moons of Jupiter were also important in
my opinion. Not to mention having nice pictures. If you
ever plan on doing a newsletter [ have two words for
you...Clip Art!  You can ncver have enough of it. But
what I really wanted was original articles from the
membership. [ may not of gotten as many as 1 had hoped
for, but 1 did get some. Even though | had to pester
everyonc for them!

Now let me make it clear that 1 worked on a new
type of newsletter. but still wasn't sure if 1 would run as
Editor. If Pete wanted to run again | would have stepped
aside. I think, under the circumstances he was forced to
endure, he did a great job on the newsletter. It was a

major source of inspiration for me. He made me bring the
newsletter to a new level. Of course, Pete decided not to
run as Editor again, so | decided to go for it. | remember
mailing my first issue and [ was a bit worried that it would
get lost in the mail. As far as [ know every issue made it
to its destination and the response to it was 99.9%

positive. | did get a few suggestions like change the font,
which I did. 1 also got comments on the full page format.

A very small minority wanted to go back to the booklet
format. Eventually the club voted on what format was best
and it was a slaughter! Let me make one more thing clear,
no matter want happencd [ would have stayed with the full
page format. 1 worked very hard on that style and I telt it
was the best one. To my knowledge, no one has ever told
the Editor what style of newsletter to do and it wasn’t
going to start with me. Of course, most people liked the
full page format and through the course of the year | put
out the best newsletters any astronomy club has ever seen.

You may ask: “Why is the newsletter so important
to you?” 1 beliecve the newsletter is what pcople use to
make their first judgment on a club. 1 thiuk the KAS is a
great club with great people and I wanted the newsletter to
reflect that. 1 also wanted the newsletter to show how
much | care about astronomy. Not to mention that 1996
was the 60th anniversary of the KAS and | wanted to do

something special.  Oh yeah, I'm also a bit of a
perfectionist!
Now for some “technical” stuff. 1f you've

wondered what [ use to put the newsletter together then
read on. The computer 1 use is a Power Macintosh
Performa 6200CD. The software I use is ClarisWorks
4.0, but I also use a GIF converter {graphics program).
The printer I use is a Epson Stylus Color, which belongs
to Pete Mumbower. lf you want to thank someone for the
nice covers | make, thank Pete. He's been very generous
for allowing me to use his printer over and over again. |
would also like to thank Mike Dupuis, Michele
Mclaughlin, Mark Miller, Bill Nigg, Eric Schreur, and
Mike Sinclair for their contributions to Prime Focus.

I look forward to putting out more great issues of
Prime Focus m 1997. 1 have big plans for a “super issue”
in March, since a “super comet™ will be making its long
awaited visit to the inner solar system. I’'m going to need a
lot of hetp with that one. Please call me if you'd like to get
involved.

I’'m looking forward to working on all the other
projects that will come up in 1997. It should be another
memorable year with the close approach of Comet Hale-
Bopp, the completion of the KAS Observatory at the
Kalamazoo Nature Center. and meeting new people who
share an interest in astronomy. Good Stargazing!!!
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Earth is at perihelion (147.1 million kilometers

from the Sun), 7 p.m.
Mercury is in inferior conjunction, 8 p.m.
Last quarter Moon is at 8:45 p.m.

Quadrantid meteor shower peaks
The Moon passes 5° north of Venus, noon
New Moon is at 11:26 p.m.

The Moon is at perigee (359,233 kilometers from
Earth), 3:50 a.m.

Mercury passes 3° north of Venus, 9 a.m.

The Moon passes 2° north of Saturn, midnight
Asteroid Ceres is in conjunction with the Sun
First quarter Moon is at 3:02 p.m.

Neptune is in conjunction with the Sun, 8 a.m.

The Moon passes 0.7° north of Aldebaran, 1 a.m.
Jupiter is in conjunction with the Sun, 8 a.m.

Full Moon is at 10:11 a.m.

Mercury is at greatest western elongation (25°),
midnight

Uranus is in conjunction with the Sun, 9 a.m.

The Moon is at apogee (406,224 kilometers from
Earth), 11:45 a.m.

The Moon passes 3° south of Mars, 6 p.m.

Mars is at aphelion (249.2 million kilometers from
the Sun)

Last quarter Moon is at 2:40 p.m.
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COMET COMMENTS
FOR JANUARY

Comet Hale-Bopp passes north of the sun and into
the morning sky on Dec. 31. Observers with a low eastern
horizon should be able to pick it up again by the third week
of January.

In the past few weeks stories of "mysterious"
objects in the vicinity of the comet have circulated. The
most popular-a Saturn-like Object (SLO) imaged on Nov.
14 by an amateur astronomer- turned out to be nothing
other than an 8.5 magnitude star. Other similar objects that
I've seen on Internet images appear to be out-of-focus
images of bright stars. In all respects Comet Hale-Bopp is
behaving as an average comet. It is bigger than perhaps
any comet we have seen, but its variable brightness, tails
and jets are normal. If anything mysterious truly appears,
you will find it reported in the mainstream press, and in
most cases be able to go outside and see it yourself
through your telescope.

Meanwhile, Comet Tabur dims in our morning
sky. Its magnitude has been unpredictable lately.

EPHEMERIDES
C/1995 O1 (Hale-Bopp)

Date(O0UT)| RA(2000) Dec. El. |Sky! Mag.
12/28 18h 36.7m |+03° 51"/ 27°| E 3.1
01702 18h 44.0m {+05° 01"/ 28°| M| 2.9
01/07 18h 51.7m |+06° 18'/29°| M| 2.7
01/12 19h 00.0m |+07° 45'131°| M 2.5
01/17 1%h 08.9m {+09° 22'/32°| M| 2.2
01/22 19h 18.5m {+11°11'/34°| M 1.9
01/27 19h 29.0m |+13° 13'/36°| M 1.7

C/1996 Q1 (Tabur)

Date(O0UT) | RA(2000) Dec. | El. |Sky| Mag.
12/28 16h 11.8m |+14° 07" 50°| M| 11.8
01/02 16h 13.8m [+13°02'53°1 M| 12.0
01/07 16h 15.4m {+12° 05' 56°| M | 12.2
01/12 16h 16.4m |+11°13*59°| M| 12.4
01/17 16h 16.9m |+10° 27'62°| M| 12.6
01/22 16h 16.9m [+09° 47' 66°| M| 12.8
01/27 16h 16.2m |+09°11'70°| M| 13.0
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JANUWARY SN SHEHTTS

by Richard Bell

A new year means new opportunities for
stargazing. Last year brought astronomers many wonders
like Comet Hyakutake, two Lunar Eclipses (we got
clouded out for one however), an “edge-on” Saturn, plus
all the usual, but beautiful, wonders of the Universe. l.ast
year was also a year of discovery. The Galileo Spacecraft
1s returning new information on Ganymede, lo, Europa,
Callisto, and Jupiter itself. The Hubble Space Telescope
continues to change the way we think about stars, nebula,
quasars, and the universe itself. One orbiter and one
lander/rover are on their way to the Red Planet. The most
incredible and surprising discovery came from Mars itself
this year. It has yet to be confirmed, but 1996 could have
been the year life was discovered on another planet. The
new year has all the potential to be yet another great year
for astronomy. 1996 will be known as “Year of the
Comet”, and if Hale-Bopp lives up o expectations, 1997
will be known as “Year of the Super-Comet™!

Over the past 12 months “Sky Sights” has wrote
about many astronomical events. March discussed how to

with a pencil where you see a star in the eyepiece. Making
indications of magnitude and color will also help you
identify the cluster when you observe it at a later date.
Giveitatry. I would be very interested in comparing your
drawings with mine.

Before we draw some clusters we need to prepare a

observing list, so lets get started! When you think of open
clusters the very first one that comes to mind is The

Pleiades. Working at the planetarium for the past three
years, | have had many people who know little of

astronomy ask where they can sce this cluster. It's famous
for a very obvious reasons. it's visible to the naked eye.
Many clusters are visible to the naked eye as fuzzy patches
of light, but The Pleiades is visible as six individual stars
in a small part of the sky. Turning your binoculars to this
section of sky reveals several dozen stars, and a telescope
will unveil hundreds. Near the Pleiades is another open
cluster that can be resolved as stars with the naked eye.
The Hyades. Thus *V-shaped” cluster forms the face of
Taurus the Bull. The bright red-orange star Aldebaran is
the eyc of the bull, but this star

prepare  for the  Messier
Marathon and April talked | The Pleiades -

about starting your Hershel s
400 list. September  Sky
Sights was all about the Lunar | ,-

Eclipse (the one we missed) L
and some of the great
opportunities for Solar System
viewing that month. October
Sky Sights gave a small list of
the hundreds of galaxies that
arc visible during Autumn.

Fleione
" « Bloyone
w thtlaz

+ # Charioteer.

is not associated with the

*Aiter'ope
Hyades.

.Tagr;eta
A regular smorgasbord of
«| clusters can found in the
constellation  Auniga,  the
Inside of this
constellation
two Messier

Maia
-
- Celaena

- house-shaped

sElectta you can find
clusters and four NGC
clusters. M36 1s a rich

Merope
w oope collection of 60 stars from 9th

December Sky Sights talked .

about three of the most

beautiful nebula visible in the winter. [ hope these were
helpful to you in your celestial pursuits of 1996.

This month I'll list a selection of those enigmatic
groupings of stars that are scattered all along the Milky
Way. We usually refer to these colony of stars as open
clusters, but since they are mainly visible along the plain of
the Milky Way, we also call them galactic clusters. Open
clusters are among the first objects of observation for most
new amateur astronomers. It can be a little difficult to
separate the cluster {rom the background star-field, but
they're relatively easy to find and resolve. For most
celestial objects you need a telescope of considerable
aperture to see detail, but a simple pair of binoculars or a
small beginners telescope are capable of fully resolving
numbers of open clusters. Light Pollution may affect the
numbers of stars you can sec in a giving cluster, but bad
seeing really won’t have a crippling aftect on open
clusters. They re also the easiest to draw. All you need to
do is draw a circle on a piece of paper and put a little dot

to 14th magnitude. It contains
many bright B-type stars which help make it the second
brightest cluster in Auriga. M37 is the brightest cluster in
Aurlgd and is considered the most qpectacular of the three
Messier’s in this constellation. It’s very rich and compact,
containing over 150 stars. The total population of this
cluster may be well over 500 stars and it spans 25
lightyears across at a distance of 4400 lightyears. The last
Messier cluster in Auriga is M38, which lies about 2.3°
from M36. The two can be viewed together in a richfield
telescope. This cluster is larger in diameter than M36 and
M37 and contains about 100 stars. The most distinct of
the group is a bright yellow star of about magnitude 7.9.
If our Sun took the place of this star it would be difficult (o
find at magnitude 15.3.

One last cluster(s) you cannot miss this month is
the famous Double Cluster in Perseus. It's high in the
northwestern sky on cold January nights, which put it in
an ideal location for viewing. The combined total of stars
in these two clusters is about 350, With a richiield
telescope this cluster is beyond words!!!

















